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SHONTS DECRIES

U. S. OWNERSHIP

OF RAILROADS

Upcs Some Merit in Present
AiTiiiifroiuent, but Scents

Dangers.

rfBIiIC WOULD SUFFER

favors Contract by Nation
Siniilnr to One X. Y. City

Hns U Subwnys.

Although Government control of
nflroail has resulted In some lieneflts,
sjfh as the pooling of equipment and
tirmlnals, elimination of unnecessary
tulnlng nnd economic routing of
freight, the Inevitable tendency toward
extravagance and Inefficiency under
I'nllfd States operation makes private
ownership more economical, In the
opinion of Theodore I Shonts, presi-

dent of the Interborough.
In a discussion of "To'-day'- g Rall-ria- il

1'rnblem," made public yesterday,
Jh. Shonts says

-- If the deficit from operation can!
Mays be made up out of taxation.

if there is to be no reward for economy
and forethought, It Is Impossible to ex-

pect careful watchfulness over expen-

diture!."
A great need In this country is the

extension of the railway net, Mr.
Shonts points out, and he asks
whether this new construction work
slall bo accomplished by "the log:

rolling and pork barrel methods under
uhlch we have developed our post
olficcs, our rivers and our harbors,"
or by offering reasonable reward to
those who by prudent forethought and
initiative exert their Imaginations and
ipnd their money In developing the
country."

Mr. Shonts's Point of View.
Mr. Shonts's statement follows:
"The purpose of the following ob-

servations is simply to express a point
oi view on 's railroad problem
In the light of certain general prln-tivle- s.

President Wilson hns stated frankly
that he has no definite solution of the
iioblem. and has left It to Congress.
We may assume, I think, that he also
hopes for full expression of views from
the people.

"I do not approach thls problem as
a banker or as a trustee for rail-loa- d

Investments. If 1 did, my chief
uncern would necessarily be to safe-M;a- rd

the trusts committed to my
rare.

"As a citizen, however, with many
jears of experience in railroading and
with a special experience in a plan
of working with municipal govern-
ment In transportation problems along

ties uhlch may offer n suggestion,
I shall try to summarize the railroad
ituatlon as I see it.

Agrees With President Urn.
"I agree heartily with President Ilea

of the Pennsylvania that we must
take Oovernment control as now In
e'fect as a fact and let that be our
point of departure. And we must
fjree that the present system of op-
eration has in it certain merits which
must never lie sacrificed.

Most of them are merits that may
exist under either private or Govern-
ment ownership and operation. Most
of them, Indeed, embody reforms for
which railroad officers have clamored
these many years.

First, and foremost, the Sherman
law is nut of business. He was tossed
cjt of the window by Mr. Fairfax Har-
rison and the Railroad War Board on
fivni as war was declared; but Presi-
dent Wilson and Mr. McAdoo chlorof-
ormed and embalmed him on the 2Sth
of last December.

nirxlnKn of I'. S. Ownership.
"Let us briefly suggest the other

obvious blessings of the present re-

time
1 Tiie pooling of equipment and

terminals;
2 The elimination of unnecessary

train and duplicated service;
3 The more economical loading

and routing of freight;
4. The unification of passenger

ticket offices;
5. The elimination of the frills of

the liuslness, such us observation
ars for which no adequate fare was

Paid. &:,
. The frank recognition of the

neresMtj on the part of government,
hmh adds to the expenses of

to find tho Increased rates
mil fores with which to pay those
expenses; and

7 The assertion of the right of
the Federal Government to control
'he rulrnad situation as a whole In
the national interest. In splto of con-
fining State laws and obstructive
Plate commissions.
Then. aro erf.nt Kains, and it is the

duty of r- ot.y railroad man to see to
'hat they aro brought clearly to

1'iblir .mention. We must face the
fact verv frankly that the decision of
' 'ii inr.mentniiM Issue Is absolutely In
'he han-- of the public. The public
" "t talc one of two broad policies.

lorn, of lillrniinn summarized.
It prove profitable to sum up

t'te constituting tho two horns
ef '' dilemma, one of which our

i"' in jst choose ns Its ultlmato
foil.

Vs Tie w.ti) practical railroad cx-I'- n.

n e an 1 as an observer of Govt
frnmcnt operation throughout the
"old r am ronvlnced that the most
'ormmirai operation can- bo attained

'""ler private ownership. And the
Runs hp i,avo obtained from Govern-mi- it

operation car. all be retained
"hiler private ownership,

The great fact about Government
'peinuon Is the Inevitable tendency
"ward extravagance and inefficiency.
' the deficit from operations can al-a- Js

be made up out of taxation, If
"fe Is to bo no reward for economy

"id forethought. It Is Impossible to
Mct careful watchfulness over ex-

penditures-
The mpieme test which wo In this

'ountry must apply to .our plan of
"aliug with this whole question- must'

bo this: which plan will, provide tho
necessary transportation at the lowest
possible cost?

This means that wo must not alone
make the best anil most economical
use of existing facilities, but we must
provldo tho new facilities needed for
the futuro development of our coun-
try.

Wo cannot here vlow tho question
as one might in England and France,
where the necessary railroads aro al-
ready built.

How are we to develop our existing
roads, and how are we to build our
new railroads? The heart of the prob-
lem Is this: Shall It bo by tho log
rolling and pork barrel methods un-
der which we have developed our post
offices, our rivers and our harbors, or
shall It Je by offering reasonable re-
ward to those who by prudent fore-
thought and Initiative exert their Im-
aginations and spend their money In
developing the country?

As citizens we cannot consider the
railroads being returned to private
owners merely for the reason that Im-
mediate return would redound to the
benefit of large holders of tho securi-
ties In some of the companies.

The Upturn to Private Owners.
Any plan of returning these prop-

erties to private owners must contem-
plate three general proposlltons:

1. That a fair return may be paid
upon existing Investment:

2. That a sufficient return may bo
earned upon railroad properties to
attract the necessary capital with
which to develop existing lines and
to build new lines; and

3. That railroads must compete
for capital In the money markets of
the world, and must, by same token,
pay xor ir.ai capital with some re- -
Knrl to the risk,
It has been suggested that the na

tion might adopt some such course
wiui reierence to railroads as Is em-
ployed by New York city In Its con-
tracts with the BUbway and elevated.
The cardinal polnf 'Tif those relations
Is that the city provides a large por-
tion of the capital, but agrees that a
fair return upon the private capital
employed shall be earned and paid
before the city's investment gets its
return. After both sides have earneda fair return, the remaining profits
are to be divided equally.

Divided Ownership's Advantages.
Such a plan Is advantageous where

there Is an assured traffic. Rut thure
Is graye question whether that plan
would have resulted In such daring
statesmanship as was embodied In the
building of the Great Northern by Mr.
Hill, the cutting across Salt Lake by
Mr. Harrlman, the building of the
N. Y.. P. & N. by Mr. Cassatt, or the
construct, of the Florida East Coast
by Mr. Flagler.

The cardinal though Is this: that If
we are to escape nt only the bu
reaucracy, extravagance and dead
level of Government ownership andoperation, but also the political risk
Involved In the creation of a new andgigantic class of Government em-
ployees, wo must be willing that some
men who exercise energy, daring nnd
prudence shall rerelve some fair
measure of reward for their efTort. In
other words, we must recognize that
It Is no crime to make money In rail-
road building, If tha money Is made
honestly and fairly.

If this principle is not to be recog-
nized, tho money for future railroad
development simply cannot be ob-
tained under private ownership. To
return the properties to their present
owners without recognition of thatprinciple simply means that the ten-
dencies of a year ago will be revived

and inevitable bankruptcy jor Gov-
ernment ownership will again starethe railroads In the face.

Plan Suggested by Shonts.
If this principle of permitting cap-

ital to earn sufficient reward to at-
tract tlie means for normal futurerailroad development Is recognized, my
observation Is that the principle will
he mode concrete In some 'such formas the following:

3. A plan of Government regula-
tion which will be scientific and notpolitical; which will apply the samepoint of view to approving rates as
to approving the chemical composi-
tion of a steel rail;

2. Concentration In the regulatingauthority which adds to the ex-penses of the roads of responsibility
for the rates with which those ex-penses must be met;

3. Provision that initiation ofrates shall be In the hands of thecarriers; that rates may not be sus-
pended, except upon complaint andafter a hearing, and that final de-
cision must be made within sixty-day- s

;
f

4. Establishment "by Congress it-
self of the fundamental principles
to govern the reasonableness ofrates, such principles to Include fairreward for excellence of service,
efficiency of management and pru-
dent foresight In providing new fa-
cilities against futuro needs.

Hoir the Public Would Gain.
If these four Principles

embodied Into law. it seems to me that
mo puonc would gain mmense silvnn.tagn by the promptest posslblo return
of the properties to their owners. I
do not urgo for one moment that the
old days of unrestricted operation shall
bo restored. Regulation. tvitv, ,.u
publicity has, I believe, come to stay.

Hut there is no use In blinking oureyes to tho stern facts. If the rail-
roads are not permitted to earn suffi
cient money to attract new capital
and If the risks of the business aro not
to be met with adequate reward to
those who take, them, there is no use
of again trying the experiment of pri-
vate ownership. It will bo doomed to
failure.

The great danger to the public In-
terest in the present Immediate situa
tion Is that the owners of nvl.tinr
railroad securities (that Is. those hav-
ing most at stake), and the aid tutors
and theorists (that is. tho having
least at stake), may come to suchagreement In opinion that thev would
Jointly become militant In favoring a
continuance oi me present plan of
Government control. Thut would
mean that the great interests of the
public at large would suffer through
lack of appreciation and understand-
ing.

We must frankly recognize that
here Is a case, not for courts, for com-
missions, or. Indeed, for Government.

The people will and should decide
this Issue, and the greatest service
railroad men can perform is to seo to It
that th American people understand
clearly the momentous Issues Involved.

If the case la put clearly before the
people, I for one havo perfect confi-
dence that their decision wilt be the
same as that of every railroad execu-
tive who is seeking to prcservo and
promote the welfare and prosperity
of our common country.

VAIL TELLS NEED OF

U. S. CABLE SYSTEM

Share of World Trade Cannot
Bo Gained Without Wires,

He Says.

WOULD CHEAPEN HATES

Declares Germans Are Already
at Work in South Amer-ican'Markc- ts.

Special Dctpatcn to Tnr Scs.
Washington, Dec. 8. Unification of

all land lines nnd consolidation and ex-

tension of a single great American
cable system that would encourage
and bo an advance agent for Ameri-
can commercial business, particularly
In South America, Is recommended to
Postmaster-Gener- al Rurleson by Theo-
dore N. Vail, head of the American
Telegraph and Telephone Company.
Mr. Vail Is acting as confidential ad-
viser to Postmaster-Gener- al Rurleson
In the control of wire communication
systems taken over by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Rurleson In abetter asked Mr.
Vall's views as to what should be done
to better wire communications. Mr.
Vail, In his answer, favors bringing
the land wire lines together and com-
bining the cables, but In a manner
that would not scramble the presont
properties so that the end or the con-

trol period would leave a mess that
could not be unscrambled without dis-

tinct loss.
Mr. Vail makes detailed recom-

mendations as to methods of accom-
plishment of these ends and says sin-
gle control of the cables would result
eventually In lower rates. It Is ap-

parent that his recommendations were
written before tho Government took
control of the wire lines. His report
says in part:

There Is one thing that calls for
immediate action. The cable situation
Is and has been grave. Congestion Is
now the rule nnd accumulation of
business Is at times serious, and when
the activities of the peace conference
are really commenced In Europe It will
be greatly Increased.

Favors One Traffic trend.
"Ry one traffic head controlling

cable operations nnd a few slight
changes in the physical property
which could centralize the cable ter-
minals and which would not Involve
any dismemberment of the property or
could not be undone, the efficiency
can bo somewhat Increased. That is,
the distribution of the cable load could
be effected more readily and with less
confusion than under Independent and
coequal traffic managers, each more or
less Jealous of his personal preroga-
tives or of his system and giving his
system more consideration than
needed.

"As pointed out In my letter of
October 22, If It were lawful or If It
could be brought about by consent of
the proprietors It would be a great
feature for the commercial nnd politi-
cal Interests of the United States and
of great advantage to the countries
reached by direct communication If the
cable systems could be consolidated
Into one system nnd the cable systems
rearranged nnd extended.

"Such a combination would at once
bring about an Important saving in
cost of operation, particularly by the
commercial department. Ah charges
for service are dependent on costs It
would eventually bring about consider-
able reductions In charges. So long as
each cable company must maintain its
commercial organization to obtain and
retain Its business so long must this
cost be distributed in the charges for
service.

Germans Already at Work.
! li,.vwlfiv ohenner and morel'1

nl.nn.tant MorvIrA Will lift tl ITlOSt Of- -

fectual adjunct to our own commercial
agents abroad In securing business
for the United States Industries.
There Is already an active movement
being Inaugurated, particularly In

South America, by German commer-
cial agents to recover their pre-w- ar

conditions and which must be promptly
met If the United States is to get
any advantage from tho present sit-

uation.
"It would seem that such a merger

would appeal to the business sense
of the proprietors of tho cable lines
nnd could bo brought about if the
Government could put Itself behind
the movement. In any event if this
country Is to become a commercial
and industrial world centre, as It is
now great In financial, political nnd
national Industrial lines, an Ameri-
can cable system consonant with our
obligations and opportunities must be
organized, and that system freed from
tho uncertainties ot roreign cnuio
manufacture.

"There must be a United States
system which will place this country
directly In communication with every
country with which we have or hope
to havo important commercial rela-

tions. As It Is now we are on one
sldo of the world system. We must
bo mado ono of the centres of tho
world system If we expect to compete
on even terms with the world or ho
properly considered by the countries
we wish to reach.

"Tho Immediate and pressing ne-

cessity Is for tho east coast South
American cable to glvo this country
nnd tho Illver Plato countries direct
cable communication."

Wnnld I'niry I.aiyl Mors.

On land lines he suggests: "That
first to create a comprehensive oper-

ating organization by which nil tho
properties can be brought under ono
executivo operating head, through
whom all operations should be con-

ducted, subject to tho Postmaster-Genera- l.

This executive head should be
one of unmistakable qualifications

by large experience In similar
situations.

"This single head should, subject to
the approval of tho postmaster-aen-era- l,

appoint experienced assistants
and organize directly under him three
operating 'divisions,' each embracing
the distinctive operation of 'telephone
service' nnd 'telegraph Bervlce' and the
'maintenance and manipulation of
wires of the systems' as distinct from
the trnftlc operations.

"Under this organization the dis-

tinctive traffic operations would be
nmply cared forf while with the tele-grnu- h

and telephone wires under one
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head they could bo utilized for both
purposes lt one Government operat-
ing system without any change other
than temporary loop connections."

MAOKAY OPPOSES VAIL IDEA.

Postal Chief Says Competition In-
sures Service.

When informed of Mr. Vall's recom-
mendations last night Clarence If.

Cables, said:"o nre opposed to this radically,
fundamentally opposed to It. While
undoubtedly more money could be
made by entering Into such n combina-
tion, we don't believe In It Wo don't
believe tho American people want It.
Wc believe In competition.

"It all depends on what the Ameri-
can people want. If they want u
monopoly, then this proposal Is all
right. If they want competition it Is
all wrong. We bellevo they want

DECEMBER

"It Is nothing but an effort to escape planatlon of the facts in the early
from an Impossible situation of hav- - production of airplanes during the war
lng seized tho. cables without law or which led to the Investigations by a
business Justification, subcommittee of tho Senate Military

"Such a plan as Mr. Vail proposes Committee and by Charles E. Hughes
means a world encircling wire moriop- - Is In the annual report of the
oly. and Is a genuine menace. I Chief Signal Officer of the Army, made

"EveSi the German oligarchy In tho public
heyday of Its career would have hesl- - I Major-Ge- n. George Squler, who
tated to proppso such a plan as this, signed the report, first pointed out
which would give bucIi power to one ' that the almost complete lack of
set of men. It means that In obtain- - knowledge of aerial matters In the
lng liberty for the world we may lose United States at the time It entered
It for ourselves. The ge'man of saffron the war was one of the greatest dlffi-hu- e

In the wood pile is now in full j rultles to overcome. Long years of
view." neglect of aeronautics since tho ex- -

plolts of tho Wrisrht brothers found
PRINCE ADALBERT GIVES AID.

'
l!ltirnlte1 Sla,es wlth on,y " ham,fuI

r's Fourth Son Hides
With Ubrrt'a Government.

Special Wirtltu Pttpatck to Tni Sex from
tke London Timtt Seriicf.

CopttrigM, 1911: all rial.lt rtttritd.
Tub lUaiJF, Dec. 8. In a declara-

tion by Prince Adalbert, the
fourth son, he places himself nt

the disposal of Ebert's Government In
specific opposition to the attitude of
Irlnco Henry.

The Cologne Yolks Zeitunp repeats
Its manifesto inviting President Wil-
son to visit Cologne.

RED CROSS PLEA BY WILSON.

President f rates All Americans to
Knroll In Christmas Week.

A proclamation which President
Wilson, speaking as president of the
American Red Cross, issued Just be-
fore sailing for Europe, was made
public yesterday. In it he asks every
American to enroll In the Red Cross
during the Chrlstmass roll call, which
Is to run from December 16 to 23.

"Now, by God's grace," says the
President, after dwelling on the mar-
vellous work of the organization on
and back of the firing lines abroad,
"the Red Cross Christmas message of
1918 Is to be a message of peace as
well as a message of good will. Hut
peace does not mean that we can fold
our hands. It means further sacrl
flee. Our membership must hold to-
gether and be increased for the great
tasks to come. We must prove con-
clusively to an attentive world that
America Is permanently aroused to
the needs of the new era. our old In-

difference gone forever."

GERMAN FARMERS WELL FED.

Lost WelBht Ttnrlnir War City
Dirrllrrs llrop nnr-slxt- h.

Farmers in Germany and their fam-
ilies lost no weight during the war
The average person living In cities
lost about one-sixt- h of his pre-w- ar

weight. In the small towns the loss
In weight was only about

Thus a city resident who tipped
the scales at 150 pounds before the
war weighed 123 pounds when Ger-
many sent up Its "Kamerad chorus"
and the small town resident of pre-
war avoirdupois of 1.10 pounds had
fallen In weight to H21s- -

This statement from the Federal
Food Board is based on reports of Ba-
varian doctors.

"Information of this kind reflects In
measure at least. ' the board de- -

ClaTCSt, 'tho close food margins on
which the city dwellers in fYntr.il Eu-
rope have been living. According to
the United States Food Administra
tion the situation probablv has been
more critical among the surroundlnz
nations, Germany drained

newly equipment
countries that must have food from
America promptly nnd In plenty.

POLISH TONGUE BAFFLES COPS.

Socialist Meeting Here Watched
by Tttclte Policemen.

When a dozen members of tho Police
Department got around to Arlington
Hall, at 19 St. Mark's Place, jester-da- y

In response to nn order
said that the Polish Socialist Party
was holding forth, there nothing
In evidence except a coterie of Poles
celebrating the defeat of Germany and
the consequent establishment of a free
Polish nation.

Carefully sifting the consonants
from the announcement, the police
learned that J. Maruczewskl,
home port Is Newark, In the foreign
land of New Jersey, nnd Mr. John

were telling their compa-
triots of the of the Polea to ob-
tain their freedom. An they spoke In
Polish the police stenographers, who
only carry English writing pencils.
did not return with any of tho gems
of

Maruczewskl explained that the
Polish Socialists had no connection
with tho American Socialists. They
had affiliated with tho latter until the

came nnd then tho Polish hatted
for Germany led them to withdraw
and run their own pro-all- y nnd pro-w- ar

organization.

FLIERS FALL 3,000 FEET; DIE.

I.lents. Chaffee nnd Drake CraHh at
California Field.

Los Anoei.es, Dec. Lleuts. Her-
bert N. Chaffee of Pasadena, Cal and
Charles J, Drake of Mankato, Kan.,
pursuit pilots and Instructors at Itoclr-we- ll

Field, San Diego, wero lnstnntly
killed here y when their airplane
plunged 3,000 feet.

They landed in a back yard In the
southern section of tho city.

According to military authorities the
officers returning to Rockwell
Field after a special detail when the

happened. Inspection of the
wrecked machine failed to reveal
causa of the accident.

Observers said the men apparently
were attempting to loop the loop when
they plu.igcd to the ground.

9, 1918.
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SQUIER PRAISES U. S.

WORK ON AIRPLANES

Many Difficulties Overcome
Before Quantity Produc-

tion Bcsultcd.

LIBERTY MOTORS LAUDED

Personnel Increased From
1.802 to 173,051 Expenses

Were $:173,000,000.

Special Detpnlch to Tuc Sex.
Washington. Dec. 8. Partial ex- -

mria iliiu iuw iriuning .

The first move was an anneal to the
French, Rrltish and Italian Govern-
ments to send to tho United States
their most expert trained filers, aero-
nautical engineers and designers who
could be spared. This plea was com-
plied with in a short time.

An arrangement was made with
Canada whereby designs for flying
fields were to be sent here nnd Amer-
ican cadets to hasten their training
were sent to Canadian, British, French
and Italian fields. Ten squadrons not
only were trained by the British, but
equipped with planes and sent to the
western front.

Inrreasr of Filers In United States.
Growth In the flying personnel of

the army until nvlntlon was taken
from the Signal Corps and made a
separate dlvlsjon was shown bv Gen.
Pquicr in the following table:

Apnl J. Mur 31. in.'.
11". U1J PC.

Emitted men in.) n;tM; 4(0
Civilian employer! -- 10 .M!

Incidentally Gen. Squler pointed out
that the ratio of deaths among

fliers was less than the ratioamong fliers of tho Allies. One hun-
dred and sixty-seve- n such deaths oc-
curred, or one to every 147.S40 miles
of recorded flight.

The greatest thing done in the lastyear, the report said, has been tho cre-
ation of an lndustrv
plying the. needs of the future for air- -
craft and accessories. There nre 3.10
concern in this line, employing 200,000
men and women.

"One serious mistake- which the Al-
lies had fallen into," tfie report said,
"was the development of a multiplic-
ity of types of engines and planes. As
a further consequence tho trained per-
sonnel to operate and repair the ma-
chines had grown so that from thirty
to fifty men were required to keen
each piano in the air on the flrimr
line.

"To obviate the same error the fal-
lowing pulicv was followed:

a) To fill up all vacancies m
allied flying schools with the maxi-
mum number whli h could be accom-
modated, to gain time in training our
filers while our schools were beln
built.

fb) The purchase from France of
all combat planes which the French
could possibly spare to supply our
forces overseas pending the time our
own construction of battle planes
could be developed. This was done
and raw materials and even mechan-
ics were furnished by the United
States.

(c) To establish schools and build
flying fields for training aviators In
this country.

(d) To provide training planes to
train aviators in this country.

o) To build such types of battle
planes in this country as the needs
of our nrmv at the front should lndl-- .

overseas use.

Tralnlns the 1'lrst Problem.
The first problenvGen. Squler point-e- d

out. ua tn train filers. The sec-

ond requirement was planes for ad- -

Ivanced training, nnd within six mnnMis
these machines were being produced

!at ,lle raU ot 3 923 R y,,ar'
The development of battleplanes

nnd engines was the next step. Gen
Squler said that the most approved,
type of engine wlilfh had made good
for the allied nerial fighters was or-
dered, tho first largo contract for
Hlspano-Sulz- a engines; being given on
July 30, 1917. Tho first contract for
tho Liberty motor was not let until
September 4 ot that year. At the
end of .May, 1918, more than 2,000
Hispano-Hulz- a motors had been pro-

duced by American factories.
The defence of the Liberty motor

in tho report said:
"It was early apparent that the

tendency was toward greater horse-
power. A new engine, later known
as tho Liberty engine, was developed
While production at tho end nf llnv
1918, wits not so great as tho pro- -

i "

qpraooD
Medium high all theway
round with the smart ap-

pearance of long points
the front.

CAHL b WILSON

which has ca'e n"d supply such ndltlonal avia-o- f
food, and it Is these liberated I tion as was required for

I

which

was

whose

light

thought.
Mr.

war

8.

were

accident
the

at

ductlon of tho approved types of for-
eign engines nevertheless the wisdom
of this course is becoming dally more
apparent, since the foreign types
produced hero, although used by our
Allies on the western front, wero not
thought to be of sufficient horse-
power to put in planes for overseas
shipment and the Liberty englno be-
came the main reliance of our battlo
programme.

"It has proved satisfactory not only
to our own army and navy but to the
air services of our allies. It Is not
an invention, but stands as the ac-
complishment of American adaptabil-
ity and foresight."

In nltled countries more than 2,000
planes for tho American nrmy were
produced up to and Including .tunc of
this year. The majority of these were
training planes.

Of the balloon organization Gen.
Squler said the supply und equipment
were adequate to the service. Ma-
chine guns for filers were dell vet ed
In eufllclcnt quantities, as were bombs
and ammunition.

As there had been no nit craft In
dustry in the country the beginning of
file war found the supply of raw ma
terials a thing to be developed. The
production of spruce had to be tremen
dously Increased. The millions of yards
nf linen fabric for planes was unob-
tainable nnd a sulstltute was finally
successfully developed.

There was n deficiency In the pro-
duction of castor oil too. necessitating
the planting of some 108.000 acres of
castor bean plants and the establish-
ment of crushing plants and refineries.
No other lubricant will do for airplane
engines.

Including outlay for making train-
ing fields, expenditures up to the time
the report covers were only $373,000,-00- 0,

leaving a balance of the $40,000,-00- 0

appropriations for the fiscal year
ended June 30 last amounting to
J267.000.009.

The highest praise Is given to the
American made De HavllancI battle
plane modified to receive the Liberty
motor.

FOOD SATISFIES TROOPS.

Inspector-ficnrr- al HrpnrU Total
A turner oj Complaints.

WAsitiN-trro.v- , Pec. 8. Tho food
served to the American soldier, both In

the camps and In the field, has been
"universally satisfactory." Hrig.-Oe-

AV. T. Wood, acting Inspector-Oencr-

of the nrmy. says In his annual report
made public (Jen. Wood said
one Inspector reported that not a sin- -

Berlin c,

during trip, the wane
Is admitted that complaints have

been recorded regarding some of the
clothing equipment, but tho report
says these defects 'were unavoidable
in many cases nnd were remedied as

as practicable."

southern

Wltli Stlrrlnir Finale.
A large audience was present last

night the Century Theatre when
the dramatic spectacle "Freedom"
was presented ns the final Item of

celebration of the day. Marcla
Van Dresser, Julie Opp fMrs. Fnver-sham- ),

and a number of other well
known stage people took part the
presentation.

II. Y. Braddon, Commissioner for
Australia, nnd Major George Haven
Putnam delivered addresses. As the
last scene of the spectacle detach-
ment soldiers, marines and
marched the stage with number

Ited Cross nurses.

S,r,0(),000 .Soldier Letters Cnmlnir,
Pp.is. Deo. S. Three shipments

homo mall from American
Army totalling R, 300,000 letters left
Frnnce between November 26 and

2. The previous week's mall
numbered C.000.000 letters. The In-

crease believed be due to the
"father's letters" which the men

army hud been asked to write on
November 24, the fathers at home be-

ing likewise requested write to their
sons on that day.

Tho Sftr ok Slripr.t, which or-

ganized the plan, states that nil the
letters will be before Christ-
mas.

Ilrnr nf llrltlsh Alms.

Arthur Gleason was the speaker
a meeting yesterday of the National
League of Workers the
home the president, Mrs. Bernard
E. Pollak, East Seventy-sevent- h

street He spoke on alms and
purposes of the British Labor party,
which he said Is contending for the
right of free nnd

GERMANY DRIFTS

IN POLITICAL FOG

Government. Which Demands
National Assembly Has

Popular Support.

BERLIN" COUNCIL SHAKY

Eisner's Position in Bavaria
Liable to Be Vpset Sep-

aration Opposed.

fprcial Cable Deipaleh to Tnr. Srs from Ihe
Timet Venice.

CopvHffht. ISIH; nfl rightl reteried.
Stockholm, Dec. ',. Political cur-

rents In Germany are so confused It
Is nlfllcult thing to get a clear view
of whole situation. Certain facts
have been steadily emerging from the
fog of revolution and a summary of
the main lines of tho situation now
seems possible.

There appears to bo four main fac-

tors:
First, tho Government, which de-

sires a meeting of the national consti-

tutional assembly the earliest pos-

sible moment, demand which un-

questionably has behind It tho mass of
tho German people.

Second, the executive committee of
the Berlin Workmen's and Soldiers'
Council, which almost exclusively rep-
resents the minority of Socialist work-
men In Berlin, doeB not the con-
fidence of the soldiers or ever, the gar-
rison. It is Bolshevist, since it desires
a prolonged dictatorship by the prole-
tariat, and owing to Its tactical posi-
tion as ostensibly the most represen-
tative executive body In the capital It
has hitherto enjoyed Influence dis-
proportionate to Its deserts.

Knrt Klsner's JocUrylnn.
Third, there Is Kurt Eisner Mu-

nich, who for moment controls the
policy of Bavaria, whose ruling motive
seems to be separatism. When Berlin

to bo turning In favor
Bolshevism ho declared for the na-

tional assembly. Xow that the power

declared for Bolshevism.
Saturday ho declared that for the

purpose of consolidating the Socialist
""V1'"1' for.a long time to rome the
ruvieis must reiain tnc ciuei power.

The explanation Eisner's position
is that he nersonallv asnires ti nlav

able programme. His position Is
certain, nnd It seems doubtful if he
long will remain an Important factor
even Bavaria. Tho general feeling
ngalnst separatism, which Is founded
on economic necessities familiar to
every educated workman, probably
will be too strong for him.

Attitude of Soldiers.
Fourth, there nre the soldiers who

are either still on the various fronts or
their way home and who appear al-

most unanimously to favor the Gov-
ernment nnd the Immediate calling of
a national assembly.

As ns It Is possible to judge
there practically dlilon nf opin- - '

ion on this subject among the sol-- 1

dlers' councils representing the armies
on the western front. The general
sentiment is in favor order at all
costs nnd the possibility of returning
to homes and not to towns
and villages torn by revolution with
a prospect of indefinite period of
disorganization and ferment.

'
On the eastern front the anti-Bol- -

shevik feeling seems still "stronger. It
Is significant that tho Russian Bol- -
shcvikl themselves In com-
munique claim converts among troops
who are still formally ami sometimes
activelv opposing their troops
the line of domark.itlou.

GERMANS QUITTING POLAND.

Notify Government rtrndtnr to
Kvaonntf Knur Districts.

Bhrnk, Dec. 8. The Polish Bureau
hero announces that the German rep-
resentative at Warsaw, Count Kess-le- r,

has officially Informed the Polish
Oovernment that Germany is ready
to evacuate four districts.

Tho districts mentioned nre those of
Itozan, Flodavna, Konstantlnow and
Blaln.

of tho executive committeeto him one which included pnrently Is on he has, . r m.--. nnn i.n
It

lar

no

.' tlie leading role In the German L

"FREEDOM" EVENING. lutlon and hopes to succeed in first
forming a combination of
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CONSTANTINOPLE IS

SO QUIET IT HURTS

City of Blood Suffers From
'Anticlimax Tniler Calm

British Rule.

BIG FORTUNES GRAFTED

Envcr Pasha Said to Be Many

Times a Millionaire by
War Operations.

Uj.vpon, Dec. S. The matter of fact
way In which the British nre taking
tip their work of setting nffalr In
order nt Constantinople Is desoilbed
by-th- e correspondent of the Sunday
tan with the British naval forces

in the Dardanelles, writing under
date of November 17.

"At the present moment," he hays, y
"one Is suffering here from n feeling
of nntl-cllmn- The British In their
calm, unromnntle nnd methodical way

hac entered the great and historical
tlly, which has suffered In Its time
so many romantic nnd bloody sieges
and captures, and they have settled
down to their business with nn al-

most complete lack of trumpet blow-

ing or military show of any kind.
For people who live in constant fear
of something unpleasant happening
sa a massacre It Is difficult to
imagine that a conquering military
force can arrive and Install Itself with
a complete nbsence of excess, cither
homicidal ox spectacular.

"The amount nf exploitation und
profiteering that has gone on hero
throughout the war is coloss.il nn.l
has resulted in huge fortune, being
made nt one end of the scale and the
lrilllctlng of abject poverty and star-
vation, particularly In some of tlie out-

lying districts, nt the other.
"Enver Paslui. who is now under-

stood to be In the Cajcisus fomenting
trouble, is said to have become flfly
times a millionaire in Turkish pounds.
He hhs bought property extensively
and has placed great sums abroad In
Switzerland and elsewhere, but tho
arm of the Allies should ! long
enough to vc-- thnt ho is mnd? to dis-

gorge, although no doubt he a cov-

ered up his tracks very cleverly.
"A certain minor official now It

prison who was made food commis-
sioner cornered everything Immedi-
ately nnd doled out supplies nt a
pioflt of something like 1,000 per cent.,
opening shops of his own wherever
be found It necessary or convenient.
The result of these and other m.ichl-nr.tlo-

is that prices have bounded
up to fantastic heights.

"There Is apparently very little real
shortage of anything nnd it Is a com-

mon saying that anything can b"
in Constantinople provided ou

have the money."

WINS HALF MILLION OIL SUIT.

r.mmetl Uncm Herd cm Verdict
, for nlc Commission.

Sp'cial Ptspatcli to The Si v.

Math Landi.nc, N. .1 . Dec. s. After
twenty-fou- r hours' deliberation n Jury

y returned a verdict of $.'.00,000 in
favor of Emmett Queen of New York
in his suit for commissions amounting
to $970,000 against Edward II. Jen-
nings, a financier and oil opciutnr of
Pittsburg.

The trial started lust Mondri
alleged he was to have teeeiv.d $1 a,

hnre commis'-io- on the sale of l.ilOO,-OO- u

shares of stock formerly owned by
the Pure ( ill Company, of which Jen-
nings was president, to the Ohio Cities
Gas Company. The stock was sold for
$22,700,000. and Queen alleged tluU It
was through his efforts t1 at it wis
furnished through Weed & Co. New-Yor- k

brokers. Jcnnlng said Qmen's
authorit'' to ,i"t had been withdrawn
two weeks before the stock wti. old.
and satd that he hud been prot'iKeil
only twenty. flvo rents n share. The
Jury compromised on fifty rents a
share, which, with interest, approxi-
mates half a million dollars.

Postal Clerk Killed In I'.leialnr.
Abraham Welner. a postal clerk,

whose homo was at 17.29 Yyso aven ic.
Tho Rronx, was killed yesterday at
the Grand Central post office when
an automatic chain operating the
doors to the elevator broke Just ns
Welner was leaving the elevator with
mall. Tho heavy steel door stuiclc
him.
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OF CUSTOM QUALITY

YOU can buy a Saks
Overcoat at $35

with confidence you can buy
aWinter Overcoat of another
make at the same price only
with hope!

130 styles from $28 to $88

afes Sc Company
BROADWAY AT 34TH STREET


